
Suggested Timeline Between Paul’s 
Conversion and Conflict in Acts 15
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Note
This is a proposed timeline because it fits the evidence from what I found in my studies and is therefore documented from the scriptures. 

It seems that there was a span of three years from the events in Acts 9:1 through Acts 9:26. During this time, Paul went to Damascus to persecute Christians and was in fact converted into one. He then preached in Damascus for an unidentified period of time until he went to Arabia. After another unspecified period of time, he returned to Damascus, the city he had been converted in. (This Arabia trip may be between Acts 9:22, 23.)

Because of the persecution, he left and went back to Jerusalem and spent 15 days with the brethren there coming and going. That a hot period persecution could arise in a period of 15 days is supported by the example of Antioch, Pisidia where intense persecution came against Paul in a matter of 8 days (Acts 13:14, 44).

After this abbreviated visit, Paul departed to Tarsus and preached in the areas of Syria and Cilicia. He was then found by Barnabas and came back to Antioch and preached there for a year. At the close of that year, he did make another trip to Jerusalem to assist in delivering benevolence to the brethren. 

After that mission was completed, he went on what we refer as his “first missionary journey” though he had already journeyed all over various places preaching. During this dangerous trip, several churches had been established and organized with elders. When Paul returned to Antioch he remained there for a long time teaching until some false teachers came from Jerusalem and the surrounding areas challenging the true way of the gospel. These men accepted the evidence for Christ but rejected the abolition circumcision and the law of Moses.  This was more than likely 14 years after he left Jerusalem in Acts 9:30 and constitutes a grand total of 17 years of the apostle's life.




